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SUBJECT:  "FORTNIGHTLY  FOOD- SHOPPING-  TIPS."  Information  from  the' Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics,  U.S.D.A.  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel,  A. A. A. 

Coming  up  again  today  are  more  tips  from  the  family  food-shopper.  Once  again 
comes  news  direct  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture — news  of  the  fruits,  vege- 
tables, meat  and  poultry  coming  on  the  market  these  days. 

The  country  as  a  whole  has  much  larger  supplies  of  food  this  summer  than  seem- 
ed likely  last  fall.    These  larger  supplies  are  the  result  of  the  war  abroad.  As 
tho  war  has  reached  now  countries,  more  of  the  food  the  United  States  usually  erports 
has  stayed  homo.    And  since  the  war  has  spread  to  tho  I.loditerrancan  area,  practical- 
ly all  the  European  continental  market  has  "been  shut  off  to  American  farmers. 

Now  here's  the  vegetable  picture  of  the  country  as  a  whole  just  now.  The 
vegeto.ble  growers  that  supply  the  markets  with  fresh  vegetables  this  season  haven't 
had  as  large  crops  as  last  year.     So  about  2  percent  fewer  vegetables  are  on  the 
market  than  last  year  at  this  time.     But  vegetable  production  is  still  12  percent 
above  average.     Gardens  near  the  big  centers  of  population  are  supplying  most  of  the 
vegetables  on  the  market  these  days.    During  tho  summer  months  these  market  gardens 
produce  much  of  tho  country's  total  supply  of  vegetables.    But  these  small  growers 
don't  give  out  figures  on  their  garden  crops  so  the  economists  never  can  determine 
'with  any  accuracy  how  large  vegetables  supplies  are  during  the  summer  months. 

Nov/  for  some  of  the  fruits  making  the  headlines  this  season.     If  you  like 

cherry  pie,  then  this  is  your  season.    For  a  record  crop  of  sour  cherries  is  on 

schedule.    But  the  crop  of  sweet  cherries  this  yeo.r  will  be  smaller  than  last  year. 

Last  year,  you  remember,  we  had  a  big  crop  of  sweet  cherries.     Cherry  season  in  tho 
United  States  usually  runs  from  May  to  August. 
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You  can  look  for  more  poaches  on  the  market  from  now  on.     Heavy  marketings 
from  the  Southern  States  have  already  started.    But  the  peach  crop  this  year  is 
smaller  than  last.    During  June  and  July  most  of  the  peaches  for  sale  come  from  the 
South. 

As  for  pears,  they  won't  he  so  plentiful  this  season.    You  remember  what  a 
tig  crop  of  pears  we  had  last  year.    Well,  the  trees  won't  he  "bearing  quite  so  many 
this  summer.    Even  so  the  pear  crop  is  likely  to  he  the  third  largest  on  record. 
About  two-thirds  of  all  the  pears  for  sale  each  year  come  from  the  Pacific  Coast. 
California,  Washington  and  Oregon  arc  the  3  hig  pear  States.     This  year  Washington 
and  Oregon  crops  will  probahly  he  even  larger  than  last  year.    But  a  smaller  pear 
crop  is  in  prospect  in  California.     Look  for  the  first  pears  on  the  market  any  day 
low . 

Not  so  many  apricots  this  year  as  last.    The  1940  crop  of  apricots  in  Calif- 
ornia is  the  smallest  since  1921 — only  ah out  one-third  as  large  as  last  year. 
Ordinarily  apricots  are  on  the  market  "between  June  and  August.    July  is  the  hig 
month  for  apricots. 

Now  for  some  news  about  plums.     California  plum  trees  promise  about  the  same 
number  of  plums  as  last  year.    The  early  plums  have  already  been  marketed,  but  more 
plums  will  continue  to  come  in  for  sale  until  October.    The  plum  season  runs  from 
Hay  to  October.    The  heavy  shipments  of  California  plums  come  in  July  and  August. 

You  sec  what  a  big  choice  of  fruits  you  have  at  this  season — cherries,  peaches, 
pears,  apricots  and  plums.    Remember  the  hig  crop  of  sour  cherries;  the  third  largest 
crop  of  pears;  and  a  good  crop  of  plums. 

How  from  fruits  let's  turn  to  news  of  meat  and  poultry. 

The  news  ah out  pork  continues  to  bo:  Lots  of  it.    From  now  until  October 
the  markets  will  have  a  good  deal  more  pork  to  sell  than  they  had  last  year.  But 
next  winter  pork  supplies  will  probably  be  considerably  smaller. 


Lard  continues  to  pile  up  in  cold  storage.    On  June  first  the  cold  storage 
plants  in  this  country  had  284  million  pounds  of  lard.    The  stocks  of  lard  on  hand 
are  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  average  for  the  first  of  June.    Ordinarily,  sup- 
plies of  lard  get  larger  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  hut  the  increase  this 
year  was  unusually  large. 

Finally,  here's  some  new  of  poultry  and  eggs.     Supplies  of  poultry  and  eggs 
will  not  continue  to  "be  as  plentiful  as  they  were  last  year.     T^e  hatch  this  spring 
was  smaller,  you  know.    And  that  moans  fewer  chickens  and  eggs  than  last  year. 
Poultry  supplies  ordinarily  increase  monthly  during  the  last  half  of  the  year  until 
they  reach  their  peak  in  Dccemhcr.    At  the  same  time  fewer  and  fewer  eggs  come  on 
the  market. 

That  finishes  the  food  shopping  tips.    Judging  from  these  tips,  the  foods  to 
jot  down  on  your  market  list  as  possible  "bargains  are:  sour  cherries  and  pears;  pork 
and  lard;  possibly  poultry. 

In  a  fortnight  the  Department  of  Agriculture  will  send  mere  food-shopping 

tips. 


